
From jD 3.9.8.6 to com_jdownloads_pre_beta_4_0_2

This Article illustrates the process of moving from Joomla 3 to Joomla 4 with 
emphasis on jDownloads.

The jDownloads 3.9
Control panel is
typically as illustrated
opposite.

In this example the
Control Panel shows a
total of 36 categories
and 99 Downloads.



Prior to the update
to Joomla 4, the
initial Front End
view was like that
opposite with the
Main Menu and the
Login Form on the
right.

Now the first step in the update is to use the
Components pull down and select Joomla Update



This shows the current
status.

Now click on the Options
button

and Select the ‘Joomla Next’
option

Then Save and Close



This shows the Pre-Update
check results

This is a long set of results
so it is shown here in
several images.

Note that it shows a
potential problem with the
jD System Plugin.

This will be resolved as
shown later by disabling the
jD System Plugin. 



This part of the pre-
check report lists
those components
in Joomla 3 that are
also Joomla 4
compatible.

-----------------------------------------------------------

To resolve jD System plugin incompatibility at this
stage we simply disable it.
So select Plugins in the Extensions tab

and search for System Downloads

and click on the green tick to set the
plugin as disabled.

The ‘Content-jDownloads Tags Fix 3.9’
plugin should be left enabled.

We are now ready to carry out the update to Joomla 4.



Switch to tab Live Update

This shows, as expected, that the
latest Joomla 4 is available.

So click on the Install Update
Button.

The process will take a couple of minutes or
so.

A progess bar shows the status.

On Completion a message as below is shown.



The Admin View is now like below

If you click on the Components button in the
left hand panel and then on jDownloads you
will see that the relevant items are present as
before.

But do NOT select any of the jD items as we
have not added the jDownloads V4 update
yet!!!

If you do then a message such as below will
be shown.

To proceed click on the System Button



In the System Configuration Panel click on
‘Extensions’ in the ‘Install’ section.

Select the ‘Upload Package File’ tab which will
give a view such as below.

Drag the latest jDownloads V4 from your PC onto
the panel in the usual way.
At the time of writing this note it is version
ccom_jdownloads_pre_beta_4_0_2.zip

Joomla will then show a progress bar
whilst jDownloads v4 is being uploaded
and installed



When the installation is completed you
will see the usual jDownloads view on
a successful update or fresh
installation

It is essential that you click on the
‘Start jDownloads’ button.

Notice that jDownloads has detected
the need to activate the System Plugin

Also note that there are the same
number of Categories and Downloads
as in the original jD 3.9.8.6 version

Actually all items are transferred
including menu items, tags, usergroup
settings and so on just like doing a
regular update.



If we now open the Front End by clicking on the
name tab, which in the case of my test site is
called jdx39, then a view such as below will
appear.
(the actual view depends on which site template
is active)

In this extreme case the front end view is essentially empty!!!!

The cause is that the template positions in Joomla 3 and Joomla 4 are different.
This affects the modules showing items menus, logon and jD modules.

So go back to the Admin view and click on the System button 

Then on the Manage Panel Select Site Modules

select ‘Site Modules’



Scroll down until you find the Main Menu and Login Form modules.
In this example both are selected to show in ‘position7’.

To Change the Main Menu
position click on Main Menu 

Then use the Position pull-
down to select Sidebar-right

And Save & Close

Repeat the Process for the
Login Form module.



The Front End view will now appear as below where we have also clicked on 
menu item ‘List all jD Categories’. 

Finally in Joomla 4 the place where you
can logout from the Admin page is now
located in the User Menu.  

After selecting the User Menu you will see the
Log Out button.  Clicking on this will logout the
admin user and close the Admin view.
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